
 

Rail franchise schedule 

Current Franchise

Direct Award – Anticipated

Key Deliverable process link

New Franchise

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Current Franchise Expiry Date 
including any contractual extension 
options that have been called

Franchise Start DateS
O

For more information please see www.gov.uk/government/collections/rail-franchising
Published July 2015

Essex Thameside 

Thameslink, 
Southern and 
Great Northern 

Southern

East Coast

Northern

TransPennine 
Express

East Anglia

South Eastern

West Coast

East Midlands

Great Western 

West Midlands

South Western

Cross Country

Chiltern

Wales & Borders*

Franchise name

E

T

OJEU (Official Journal of the 
European Union) Notice Published, 
followed by Pre-Qualification Process

ITT (Invitation to Tender) 
Issued to Shortlisted Bidders

Contract AwardA

Passenger rail 
services operated 
by Directly 
Operated Railways

E Franchise End Date

Direct Award  - Contract signed

© Crown copyright 2015

2023

*November 2014 agreement in principle to transfer franchising powers to the Welsh Government to lead on procuring the next franchise.  
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